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SOUTHERN PORTS AUTHORITY — WORKSAFE INVESTIGATIONS 
582. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations: 
On behalf of the National Party, I offer condolences to the Premier. 
I refer to the workplace review and subsequent improvement notices issued by WorkSafe to the Southern Ports 
Authority in response to an investigation into workplace bullying matters. 
(1) Has the minister had a briefing from WorkSafe on its investigations into the ports? 
(2) Has the minister read the WorkSafe report and subsequent arguments supporting the improvement 

notices? 
(3) Will the minister table the WorkSafe report? 
(4) Is the minister satisfied that the improvement notices are a sufficient response to the significant and 

sustained issues that have been reported?  
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
(1)–(4) No, I have not read the report prepared by WorkSafe. The WorkSafe Western Australia Commissioner is 

an independent office holder. Although I can give directions as to policy and other matters, I certainly 
cannot interfere in an investigation, and the idea that I can is ridiculous. The whole purpose of having an 
independent authority to do these investigations is to make sure that they are not subject to political 
interference. Imagine what would happen if I intervened personally in an investigation. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood, we do not want to hear your opinion. I call you to order for the 
first time. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Members cannot have this both ways. Either WorkSafe is independent of political 
interference or it is not. The WorkSafe investigation is not subject to my whim. I do not have the capacity to say 
whether it is adequate or not, because it is independent. That would be like asking the Minister for Police to say 
the police should investigate a crime in a particular way. That is simply not the way that WorkSafe operates, and 
any suggestion that there should be political interference in WorkSafe investigations is a slippery slope. I can tell 
the member that there are certain businesses in this state that I do not think have proper WorkSafe practices. 
I, personally, look at certain businesses in this state, and I do not think — 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood, you are not a minister anymore. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: If the member wants to ask the Minister for Transport whether she is satisfied with the 
performance of her agency, he should do that. But he cannot come in here and ask me about a WorkSafe 
investigation as some proxy for the behaviour of the subject organisation. As I say, there are certain businesses in 
this state that I think are not providing an adequate, safe environment for their workers. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Is it not interesting that the opposition is doing the matter of public interest tomorrow and 
it asks the question today. Let us ventilate these issues if the opposition wants to, but do not waste question time. 
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